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Rattan Singh asked my permission to do something which was not quite regular, namely., to examine the men on oath., proposing to administer such an oath as the men would undoubtedly respect. After some hesitation I agreed, subject to the condition that nothing that they said would be recorded or used against them. They were then called and asked what the circumstances were. No one was present with us at this inquiry except the eldest son of each of the accused: the local police had been sent to a distance. Rattan Singh asked the men to place their hands on the head of these little boys, and to swear by the boys9 lives that they would tell the truth. They immediately proceeded to repeat the confession which they had already made; but they were observed to remove their hands from their sons' heads., and were told immediately to replace them,
They then said that they could not tell that story with their hands on their sons5 heads. We informed them that it would be in their interest to tell the truth; and they proceeded with their statement. They said that they had come upon the dead body of the injured man ; that it was covered with blood ; and that they had observed a string purse so bound up in Ms loin-cloth that only part of it was visible. They had been averse to touching the bloody corpse, and they had pushed the thin end of the club belonging to one of them under the loin cloth so as to raise it and secure the purse without touching the body. This, of course, explained fully the blood-stains at the thin end of the club. They did not know anything about the cause of death; but they were told by the subordinate police officers investigating the case that the evidence against them was conclusive, and that they would be hanged on that evidence; whereas, if they confessed, that the Government would probably take a lenient view of the offence and would pass a sentence of a short period of imprisonment. They had accordingly confessed.
They took us to the place where they found the body. A careful examination of the ground for some distance round